British Minister for Europe Visits Georgia
 
British Minister of State for Europe and the Americas at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Alan Duncan is visiting Georgia on November 8 to “strengthen UK-Georgia relations” at high-level talks, known as the Wardrop Strategic Dialogue.
“It has already proved to be a very important framework for ensuring that the already close relationship between our two countries continues to thrive and develop,” Duncan said at the opening of the fifth round of the annual bilateral strategic dialogue.
Wardrop Strategic Dialogue brings together key elements of UK Georgia bilateral relations from political, to defence and security, economic and trade ties and people-to-people relations. Each year, the two delegations talk about progress and discuss areas of future cooperation. Next Wardrop Strategic Dialogue will take place in London.
Duncan reaffirmed the British Government’s support for Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity is “unwavering.” “We will continue to support your position at international forums and we will do whatever we can to support peaceful resolution of these conflicts,” he underscored. 
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At a joint press conference with Georgian Foreign Minister Davit Zalkaliani, Duncan condemned the recent developments along the occupation line “which marks Russia’s illegal presence.” “It must not be allowed to develop any further. If I have one simple message today to Russia, it is unacceptable to put up wire, razor wire, take down that wire,” he said. 
The British Minister then thanked Georgia for supporting British security following the Salisbury incident, which “was not just about the United Kingdom, it was about the security of the wide world in needing to resist and stop proliferation of chemical weapons.”
Duncan also underscored that discussions on ensuring direct UK-Georgia Association Agreement are underway and when UK will be released from its “collective obligations under the EU at the moment” and will be entitled to reach trade deals with other countries (following Brexit), “we will endeavor to do so as speedily as possible with Georgia.” 
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